
Cards for Good Causes

Christmas card facts and figures

The UK is the world leader in sending greetings cards, with nearly 2 billion cards sent at Christmas in the UK in 2007.  (source: The Greetings Card Association)
The British Forces Post Office carries more than 8 million items of mail in December - up from its usual 3 million a month.  (Source: MoD) 

Until Christmas 1961, the UK Post Office used to deliver cards on Christmas morning.

The most expensive Christmas card was an original 1843 example of the first card ever sent.  It was sent by the inventor of the Christmas card, Sir Henry Cole, to his grandmother.  It sold at auction in Devizes in 2001 for £20,000.

93 million Christmas cards were recycled in 2007 – 12% up on 2006 (Source: letsrecycle.com).

Where did the idea for cards come from?

Although medieval printers produced seasonal sheets and pictures, Christmas cards were a fruit of the industrial revolution.  Once Aloys Senefelder perfected lithographic printing in 1796 it became simple and cheap to produce thousands of copies of an image.  This meant many businessmen would send their customers and colleagues cards printed with New Year wishes.

But it was Henry Cole, the first Director of the Victoria and Albert museum, who conceived the idea of Christmas cards in England in 1840.  Because he was too busy to write a personal Christmas greeting to his friends and business associates, he commissioned London artist and Royal Academician, John Calcott Horsley to design a card.  

Horsely’s card was 3-paneled; in the centre a group raised their glasses, and below them was a banner proclaiming, "A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to You."  The two side panels showed scenes of feeding the hungry and clothing the poor.

Although Horsley designed the card in 1840 (the year in which Rowland Hill launched the Penny Post) it finally went on sale to the public in 1843.  1,000 cards were sold at a 1s each.  The new postal service quickly served to make the cards popular.  By 1881, the Post Office was issuing “Post early for Christmas” messages to the public.

But Horsley’s card was not received well by everyone.  Because it showed a family group raising their glasses in toast of Christmas, it was immediately condemned by temperance campaigners.

The first American Christmas card followed some 30 years later when, in 1875, Louis Prang, a Massachusetts printer originally from Germany, produced a card that showed Killarney roses and the words, "Merry Christmas."  Amazed by the success of his card, he ran nationwide contests for the best Christmas card designs and helped launch the idea of Christmas cards in the USA.

Charity cards and Cards for Good Causes

The first charity Christmas card was produced by UNICEF in 1949.   The picture chosen was painted by a seven-year-old girl, Jitka Samkova of Rudolfo, a small town in the former Czechoslovakia. The town received UNICEF assistance after World War II, inspiring Jitka to paint children dancing around a maypole, representing "joy going round and round."

The inspiration for Cards for Good Causes (CFGC) came in 1959 when a group of charities met to discuss the co-ordination of publicity for selling their cards at Christmas to raise much-needed funds.  In fact, some of those founder charities still work with us today.  The first cards were sold from a few empty shops in town centres.  Today, with around 350 temporary shops, our dedicated team of volunteers and staff sell cards across the UK from Truro to Pitlochry.

In the past five years, charities have received more than £20 million – representing at least 75p in every pound, out of which the charities had to pay for the production and distribution of their cards and any VAT.

CFGC sells cards on behalf of more than 300 national and local charities

CFGC manages a national network of around 350 Charity Christmas Card Shops, throughout the country, from Truro to Pitlochry

CFGC sells Charity Christmas Cards from temporary shops set up in sites such as churches, libraries, community centres, tourist information centres and museums 

Most CFGC shops are staffed by volunteers, with the managers receiving modest remuneration 

It is not just Christmas cards!  In most shops CFGC also sells a range of Christmas goods, including advent calendars, Christmas wrapping paper and gift tags.

For details of individual shops and to find out more about CFGC, please visit the website at  http://www.cardsforcharity.co.uk, email cfgc@interalpha.co.uk, fax 01264 362333 or call 01264 361555

